DISCOVERY
GREEN
Downtown Houston, TX.
Project Statement(s)-1. To create a long-term vision guiding the
park’s development that would ensure it
became a major attraction in the region.
2. To elicit ideas from the community
and other stakeholders to identify uses and
acivites that would inform design and
programming for the park.

Discovery Green plays an important
role in the City: it has engendered a
level of ownership by all residents in
the downtown core and throughout
the region, and instilled a renewed
sense of civic pride in the city.”
Adjacent to the convention center,
between two professional sports team
stadiums and only a short walk from
the commercial and financial hub
of Houston’s high- rise downtown,
Discovery Green’s almost 12 acres is
downtown Houston’s first major urban
park.
Known affectionately as “Houston’s
Backyard,” Discovery Green Park
is a beloved place for city residents
and visitors alike. Opening in 2008,
the park attracts 1.2 million people
annually. The park is bustling day
and night, with over 600 free events
ranging from movies to fitness classes,
concerts, tango lessons and children’s
writing workshops, which compliment
everyday attractions like a roller
skating rink, boating pond, gardens,
playground, scenic walking paths and
cafes.

“The streets [feel] like
concrete crayons”
- Houston Mayor
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Downtown lacked a community center, as well as
an environmentally green gathering space.
Wide, treeless one-way streets lined with blank
walls and reflective glass created a “pedestrian-free”
environment downtown. Office workers were driven
to spend lunch breaks in the tunnel system—a kind of
underground shopping mall connecting office buildings.
After 5 p.m., those workers typically left downtown
for their homes in the suburbs. It was hard to imagine
that they would actually drive home, pick-up their kids
and spouses and return to Discovery Green for events,
performances, or simply yoga.

Hargreaves Associates and their
team of architects, engineers, and
artists took thirteen months to
design and finalize the park.

A “Public-at-Large” Project

Link the park

The mayor is approached with the idea
of turning the property into an urban
park

2002

The City of Houston purchases the
remainder of the land that the
park currently exist in 2004 and
begins the design process. The
Discovery Green Conservancy is also
established.

2004

“Placemaking workshop” attended by

Attract
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neighborhood groups, individuals,
city agencies, downtown workers,
businesses, local youth, and property
owners. The audience divided into small

groups that explored and evaluated the
site. These groups then presented their
recommendations on what attractions
would entice different people to a
downtown park.
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The local media and community
sponsors sought the help of the public
by creating a contest to name the park.
More than 6,200 entries were submitted.
“Discovery Green” was selected as it fit
the personality of the park, and invited
discovery and education, delight and

Discovery Green
Grand Opening

Spring 2008

$625
According to the Discovery
Green Conservancy, the
park has served as a
catalyst for $625 million in
downtown development,
since opening in 2008

$1.5
million is the annual
park revenue, mostly
due to venue rental and
sponsorship

10.3
million visitors since its
opening in April 2008
through 2017. Most
visitors drive to the park
or walk from businesses or
residences nearby

https://www.discoverygreen.com/discovery-green-park-map
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